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bids a formal adieu to the sacred haratn. He is forbid-
den to take away cakes of earth from the dust of the mosque,
as the practice is supposed to savor of idolatry. How-
ever, it is common among the ignorant, who also take home
to their friends water from the Zem-Zem. When word
comes to his native town that a pilgrim is returning from
Mecca, a large crowd goes out to escort him in with banners
and. music. When the new hajj, or pilgrim, as he is thence-
forth called, reaches his home, the following ceremony often
takes place: A sheep is stretched outside 1m door, or even
over the threshold, with its head toward Mecca; as the pil-
grim steps over it, the animal is killed so that the blood runs
between his feet. This sheep may be presented by a friend
who has vowed it in case of the pilgrim's safe return. A
similar practice is not unknown among Christian peasants
on the return of a pilgrim from Jerusalem.1 Moslems also
may practise it in case of a safe return from any journey.

1 This fact was gathered by Rev. Samuel Ives Curtiss during his last
Journey.   See Preface.